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How to Study and Interpret the Bible 
Word Study Exercise 

 

 

Study Text 

 

John 21:15-17 NASU 

15 So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me 

more than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Tend My 

lambs."   

16 He said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, 

Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, " Shepherd My sheep."   

17 He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because He 

said to him the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You 

know that I love You." Jesus said to him, “Tend My sheep.” 

 

 

Concordance Search 

 

The following is an excerpt from the New American Standard Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible: 

 

do you l Me more than these?” Jn 21:15 25 

You know that I l You.”  Jn 21:15 5368 

“Simon, son of John, do you l Me?” Jn 21:16 25 

You know that I l You.”  Jn 21:16 5368 

“Simon, son of John, do you l Me?” Jn 21:17 5368 

the third time, “Do you l Me?” Jn 21:17 5368 

You know that I l You.”  Jn 21:17 5368 

 

Note:  Numbers in regular font refer to the Hebrew-Aramaic Dictionary located in the back of your 

concordance; numbers in italic font refer to the Greek Dictionary in the back of your concordance. 

 

 

Concordance Dictionary Search 

 

25. αγαπαω agapaŏ; of unc. or.; to love: - beloved (7), Beloved (1), felt a love (1), love (80), loved (34), 

loves (20). 

 

5368. filew phileŏ; from 5384; to love: - kiss (3), love (13), loved (3), loves (6). 

 

5384. filo$ philos; a prim. word; beloved, dear, friendly; - friend (12), friends (17).  
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Bible Dictionary Search 

 

The following is an excerpt from the New Bible Dictionary, Second Edition, article under the caption 

LOVE, BELOVED: 

 

Results 

 

John 21:15-17 NASU 

15 So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love 

(agapao) Me more than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love (phileo) You." He 

said to him, "Tend My lambs."   

16 He said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love (agapao) Me?" He said to 

Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love (phileo) You." He said to him, " Shepherd My sheep."   

17 He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love (phileo) Me?" Peter was grieved 

because He said to him the third time, "Do you love (phileo) Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You 

know all things; You know that I love (phileo) You." Jesus said to him, “Tend My sheep.” 



Page 3 of 3 

Assignment 

 
Based on this brief word study, write down some insights you received from the Holy Spirit: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


